
 This past month, students  across  the great state of Virginia and 
the country as a whole joined  together in the spirit of celebration.  On 
April 21, we cheered for Rome on her birthday.   
 Today, there are no parties for the establishment of the Ottoman 
%ÍÐÉÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÖÉÅÔ 5ÎÉÏÎȟ ÏÒ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÔ 46 ÓÈÏ× Ȱ"ÌÕÅȭÓ #ÌÕÅÓȢȱ  4ÈÅÓÅ 
insignificant events of the past century remain but dust in the wind.  But 
for Rome, which fell nearly one thousand years ago, we cheer.  Why?  Be-
cause she never truly fell. 
 !ÌÌ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÕÓȟ ÓÈÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÅÁÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÄÅÆÙÉÎÇ ÄÅÁÔÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÏÄȤ
like immortality.  Yes, she persists in our language, our art, and our litera-
ture.  But more than that, she persists in us.  The timeless beauty of the 
classics is exactly that, timeless.  And she persists because we recognize 
that beauty.   
 So, happy belated birthday once again, Mother Rome!  I know in 
my heart that there will be many, many more. 
        

Happy birthday, Rome 

The Forum  
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Classics week charity drive 
 

 April 19th-23rd was Classics Week in the great 

state of Virginia.  Seizing the opportunity to do good 

while promoting the classics, students across the state 

participated in a charity drive, collecting canned food 

ÁÎÄ ÂÁÂÙ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÉÎ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÏÆ 2ÏÍÅȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙȢ  4ÈÅ 

results are as follows: 

  1. Midlothian HS (pictured), with 4.75 points per capita 

  2. Riverbend HS, with 1.4 points per capita 

  3. Yorktown HS, with .9 points per capita 

 Congratulations on a job well done! 

 There are two ways to get to convention: participation in the VJCL tour, or find-

ing alternate transportation. I can honestly say that traveling with the VJCL to and from 

convention has made all the difference to my convention experience. For my first Na-

tional Convention, I was a scared and lonely freshman, but the friends I met on the tour I 

stayed with during convention itself, and they have proved to be people I intend to keep 

in contact with for years to come. These friends have kept me coming back to conven-

tions year after year, and have been a part of most of the wonderful memories I have of 

convention. Also, traveling with the VJCL enables Virginia to bond as a unit, and for the 

students to get to know one another before convention starts. By doing the meet-and-

greet before convention starts, Virginia delegates work together, having already become 

friends, and newer attendees feel more comfortable in the convention setting , leading to 

a better experience for everyone.  And last, but not least, the tour is some of the most fun 

that I have ever had. When traveling with the VJCL, I have been to places I never would 

have visited otherwiseɂhow often will I go to an alien-themed restaurant in North Da-

kota? The tour allows people to see things that they might never have, and to try new 

ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ Á ÌÏÔ ×ÏÒÓÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÎÄ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÂÙ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÉÆÔÙ 

of the coolest people you will ever meet on the VJCL tour. 

         - Sarah Keith 

         VJCL 2nd VP 

The VJCL Tour 
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Saturday, July 24 - on your own 

 - Choose whatever flight to Minneapolis on this day works best for you or your group 
 - Arrange for the free shuttle service courtesy of our hotel to take you to Comfort Inn Airport, 1321 

East 78th St, Bloomington MN, 55425 
 - Spend the rest of the day at the Water Park of America within walking distance of the hotel  or at 

the Mall of America (there is a free shuttle service for both locations to and from the hotel) 
 - Dinner on your own (there is an Outback at the hotel, a cafe in the waterpark, and countless res-

taurants at the Mall of America) 
 

Sunday, July 25 - official tour begins 
 - Morning visit to the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, one of only a handful of  urban 
 national wildlife refuges in the nation, a place where coyotes, bald eagles, badgers,  and beavers live 
 next door to three million people.  
 - Lunch at Broadway Pizza, the best pizza place in Minnesota, inspired by the trains along the  
 beautiful Mississippi River 
 - Learn the milling history of Minnesota at the interactive and award-winning Mill City Museum  
 - Play around the famous gigantic outdoor art at the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden 
 - Read the Latin and experience the awe during a tour of the Basilica of St. Mary  
 - Make your own Greek dinner at the Kitchen Window Cooking School 
 - Spend the evening at the best hangout in the city, Lake Harriet.  Hear a band at the band shell, 
 ride the old fashioned trolley, visit the rose garden or bird sanctuary, stroll around  the lake and 
 leave a message for the Lake Harriet Elf, see the various live animals at the  Wild Rumpus book
 store, and check out the best ice cream shop in the Twin Cities 
  
Monday, July 26 
 - Have a Minnesota farm lunch and participate in exciting hands-on activities at the beautiful  
 Thomas Organic Farm 
 - Get ready for the "Space Odyssey" spirit day with dinner at Space Aliens in Fargo 
 - Arrive at the North Dakota State University for convention! 
 
Sunday, August 1 
 - On the way back from convention, stop at Cabela's to see some REAL Minnesota fish, REAL 
 Minnesota survival gear, and REAL Minnesotans - you betcha!  We'll also have lunch at their cafe. 
 - Time allowing, see the collection of toys, game machines, and antique cars at Ellingson Car  
 Museum, just down the street from Cabela's 
 - Approximately 3:00pm - arrive in Minneapolis (with possible stop at Airport, if needed)  
 - Visit the Water Park or Mall of America, spend another night at the Comfort Inn, then return on 
 the flight you booked for Monday, Aug 2 
 
)ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏÏ ÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐȦ  #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ -ÓȢ 0ÅÔÅÒÓÅÎ ɉMagistraP@gmail.com) for more information.  
 
Hope to see you there! 

Tour Itinerary 

http://www.comfortinn.com/hotel-bloomington-minnesota-MN015?promo=gglocal
http://www.comfortinn.com/hotel-bloomington-minnesota-MN015?promo=gglocal
http://www.waterparkofamerica.com/
http://www.mallofamerica.com/
http://www.outback.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minnesota_Valley_National_Wildlife_Refuge
http://www.broadwaypizza.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Anthony_Falls
http://www.millcitymuseum.org/
http://garden.walkerart.org/index.wac
http://www.mary.org/
http://www.kitchenwindow.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Harriet_(Hennepin_County,_Minnesota)
http://www.wildrumpusbooks.com/
http://www.wildrumpusbooks.com/
http://mysistersorganicfarm.com/thomas_farm_see_th_farm.html
http://www.spacealiens.com/
http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/
http://www.cabelas.com/rogers-minnesota-store.shtml
http://ellingsoncarmuseum.com/
http://ellingsoncarmuseum.com/
http://www.waterparkofamerica.com/
http://www.mallofamerica.com/
mailto:%20magistrap@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 In honor of Remus, Latin students at  
Thomas Jefferson HS partake in a wall jump 
competition.  Former VJCL President Christo-
pher Kilgore wows the gathered crowd, clearing 
the wall with deer-like grace. 
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 The fearless SCL, giving their 
time, sweat, and blood for JCLers at the 
State Finals Certamen. 


